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us of favouring one or the other unduly. You see we must be careful when, even by reflection, we for a moment share in ' the fierce light that beats upon a throne'!
I must not forget to tel! you the compliments that Malietoa paid to me; one at least Louis thought rather two-sided, as his majesty insisted that I looked 'very strong' to be the mother of 'such an old son'! Indeed, he went the length of saying I looked the younger of the two, which Lou was half inclined to resent!! till I suggested that it was * considering my age,' which took the sting out of it. The king also greatly admired my cap, and I was amused to see that he recognised it at once as being * like Queen Victoria's/ which shows that he notices things, doesn't it ?
Vailima, May I, 1892.
A5 my last letter was so much concerned with royalty, I may as well begin this one by describing our visit to Malietoa, which came off on Thursday. About ten or eleven o'clock we set off for Apia, Louis, Fanny, Belle, and I, the others being too busy to spare a day for the expedition. The king lives in a very ordinary Samoan house, it being one of the habits of the present advisers of his majesty to spend all the revenue on fine houses and large salaries for themselves, and to do as little as may be for the nopiinal ruler. The ' Palace^